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Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday, September 26, 2018 at 6:00 pm 

Collingwood Neighbourhood House – Annex, Vancouver, BC 

 

ATTENDEES 

Agatha Chong 
Alexandra Gunn 
Alison Merton 
Alma Cecilia Federizon 
Anahita Kaviani 

Desterjerdi 
Andrea Holden 
Angela Liu 
Angie Saville 
Anna Deng 
Annabelle Davis 
Antonio Eden de la 

Vega 
Betty Mah 
Binh Khuu 
Carmen  Correal 
Carmina Baltazar 
Celia Lam 
Chitha Manoranjan 
Crecien Bencio 
Daniel Louie 
Davy Chiu 
Dennis Ng-Haing 
Dorothy Canham 
Eliana Pinto 
Elisa Casilla 
Eliza Ngan 
Emily Chan 
Erik Allas 
Erlinda Aquino 
Erlinda Julian 
Fely Alvendia 
Francine Toscano 
Francisco Sunsin 
Fred Pan 

Freda Gibbons 
Freddie Parman 
Gabrielle Parman 
George Villaruel 
Greg Allen 
Han Grace Wang 
Heidi Ho 
Helen Ng-Haing 
Henry Lau 
Herminia Vacca 
Hugh Liu 
Irene Mella 
Isabel Baeza 
Janet Lee 
Janice Jong 
January Wolodarsky 
Jasbir Parmar 
Jean Kavanagh 
Jennifer Gray-Grant 
Jenny Peng 
Jenny Shen 
Jie Sun 
Jill Wolodarsky 
Jo Hyesung 
Joan Hui 
Jose Gomez 
Josie Osorio 
Judy Wong 
Julie Cheng 
Julie Wilks 
June Valeriano Asaldo 
Jung Koy Lee 
Jungsun Park 
Jyotsna Patel 
Kalvinder Kular 

Karen Caguioa 
Karl Chan 
Katty Mirghavamedin 
Kenneth McLean 
Kitty Ma 
Kulwant Kaur 
Laura Contreras 
Li Juan (Amie) Fan 
Linda Yap 
Lisa Pan 
Lisa Symons 
Lizette Alexandra 
Ludy Inting 
Lund Milton 
Mandy Fang 
Mandy Fok 
Manoranjan Rasiah 
Marcia Parrales 
Margit Boronkay 
Maria Chow 
Marie Manansala 
Mark Grossmith 
Martha Barrones 
Mary Chang 
Mary Dionne 

Wilkinson 
Meng Pan Yu 
Mitra Alahyarkhani 
Muriel Ann Rivard 
Najia Elacel 
Patricio Ibarra 
Paula Lindner 
Paula Parman 
Pedro Sayo 
Peter Yap 

Priya Singh 
Qasim Ahmadi 
Ram Dhatt 
Rania Hatzioannou 
Renato Vasquez 
Resurreccion (Rose) 

Lara 
Reynato Tan 
RJ Rafael Aquino 
Rosanna Costantini 
Roslyn Bauyon 
Sabrina Bantog 
Sandra Medina 
Sanjeev Karwal 
Seohyun Kim 
Sheri Parke 
Shui Lan Lee 
Siu Hung (Ken) Lau 
Soudabeh Babaie 
Starling Du 
Stephanie Baufeld 
Susanne Bentley 
Suzanne Liddle 
Thin Ngo 
Thomas Wong 
Vienna Cheng 
Vladimir Wolodarky 
Walda Gorn 
William Sanchez 

Hernandez 
Wilson Wong 
Xiao Qun (Sunny) Peng 
Yam Siu Wong 
Yee Ching Hoo 
Yndira Arteaga
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MINUTES 
 

1. WELCOME 

Paula Lindner called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. She welcomed everyone to the meeting – the first to be 
held at the newly opened Annex – on behalf of the Board of Directors and acknowledged Collingwood 
Neighbourhood House respects and honours the Coast Salish peoples, specifically the xʷməθkʷəyə̓m 
(Musqueam), skwxwú7mesh (Squamish), and sel Díl Dwitulh (Tsleil-Waututh) First Nations, on whose traditional 
homelands we work and live today. 
 
Paula introduced herself as the CNH Board President. Paula has lived, raised children and owns a business in 
the East Van area. She is proud to be part of this neighbourhood because it is not just a collection of people 
sharing a space but rather a community that is strengthened by individuals coming together and taking care of 
each other’s needs, raising their voices to be heard, providing for each other not only socially but also 
physically and emotionally. Paula stated, “Nothing is a greater manifestation of neighbours coming together 
than this shared space here; it gives us the opportunity to meet more of our needs and helps us collectively 
work, live, and play together.” 
 
Paula then introduced the Board members who were present; CNH’s Office and Volunteer Coordinator Irene 
Mella as the recorder; and Erik Allas, our auditor from Tompkins Wozny, attending in order to present the 
Auditor’s report. Paula explained that at the AGM, voting members would have opportunities to move, 
second, and vote on motions. 
 

2. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

MOTION: To approve the agenda as presented. 

Moved by Kenneth McLean. Seconded by Janet Lee. All in favour. Carried. 

 

3. APPROVAL OF THE 2017 AGM MINUTES 

MOTION: To accept the minutes of the 2017 AGM as presented. 

Moved by Annabelle Davis. Seconded by Linda Yap. All in favour. Carried. 

 

4. PRESIDENT’S AND EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

Paula invited Jennifer Gray-Grant, CNH Executive Director, to present the President’s and Executive Director’s 
report. Jennifer started her report by expressing how thrilled she was to have the AGM in this new additional 
location, the Annex. The Annex is the result of eight years of extraordinary work by this neighbourhood. Since 
2010, the neighbourhood has come together to make the case to get this space; people need to come together 
so that they can meet one another, and to celebrate and work and learn together – that needs to happen in a 
multipurpose space like this. Jennifer invited everyone to the Annex Opening Celebrations, to be held on 
October 11–13, 2018. It will be an opportunity to celebrate as a group all that this neighbourhood has 
accomplished in creating this space. 
 
Some of the highlights from the past year at CNH included: 

• Over the last few years, CNH as a whole has done a lot of work and education embracing 
Reconciliation. This year, an Indigenous elder has been working with youth apprentices to carve a 
totem pole out of a 600-year-old red cedar log on the front lawn of the main CNH site (5288 Joyce 



 

CNH Annual General Meeting Minutes – 2018 Page 3 of 6 

Street). There is a tentative plan to carry the pole from the main site to the Annex at the end of 
October 2018 and then hold a pole raising ceremony outside the Annex. 

• Renfrew-Collingwood Indigenous Youth C.R.E.W. Program received more stable 5-year funding. 
Funding had been precarious over a number of years, where CNH would continue to receive funding 
but only hear about it at the last minute. Youth were able to participate once again in the Pulling 
Together Journey where 20-25 canoes come together from across BC; this year, they paddled from 
Victoria to Vancouver in July. Jennifer thanked Director of Youth Services, Sanjeev Karwal for all his 
work. 

• Child Care: 
- In April, there were fee reductions for a number of programs, and in September, subsidies 

were brought in. Families with incomes of $45,000 and less now do not pay (fully subsidized). 
- Thirteen CNH staff (including nine CNH child care managers, two child care coordinators, the 

Director of Early Years and Executive Director) were part of a Canadian delegation that visited 
Reggio Emilia in Italy to study the Reggio Emilia pedagogy. Reggio Emilia is an educational 
philosophy for child care and education. Internationally, it is recognized as the highest level of 
pedagogy working with young children and it has been the focus of child care at CNH for the 
past 10 years. 

• Sustainability – It is getting more difficult to find the funds to run organizations like CNH. This year, 
United Way announced it would be ending one of CNH’s funding sources. In order to earn dollars to 
run CNH programs, CNH rents its facilities (at both the main site and Annex). Last year CNH raised over 
a $140,000 from rentals. 

• Operations – Jennifer shone a spotlight on and thanked Director of Operations, Kulwant Kaur and her 
team. The department is the backbone of the organization as it handles budgets, accounting, custodial, 
and reception.  

• Community Response Network (CRN) – A CRN mobilizes the community and specific service providers 
in the community so that groups and individuals are working together to prevent adult abuse, neglect 
and self-neglect. Jennifer thanked Director of Community Services, Suzanne Liddle, who was key in the 
creation of the Renfrew-Collingwood CRN.  

• Community Health Centre: 
- The Ministry of Health is planning to open a Community Health Centre in our neighbourhood, 

a huge opportunity for all of our organizations/participants and a tremendous asset for our 
neighbourhood. A true Community Health Centre takes a community development approach 
to look at the social determinants of health, to keep and get people healthy not only through 
medical intervention but also through being active and engaged in their neighbourhoods.  

- CNH has been hired as the backbone organization helping with engagement around the new 
health centre – the first one in BC. Jennifer thanked the Community Development Department 
under Director January Wolodarsky, who is leading the work done by CNH. 

• Municipal Candidates Outreach – Led by Board Treasurer RJ Aquino, the Board invited Vancouver 
municipal election candidates running for Council, Park Board, School Board and Mayor to an outreach 
event at CNH on September 21. Remarkably, 35 people attended. It was an excellent way to get 
information out about, and interest in, our neighbourhood. 

• Temporary Modular Housing: 
- Housing to house the homeless was brought to this neighbourhood very quickly. CNH worked 

with the City in order to get information; it also formed a local committee with service 
providers and local residents to influence how the process would happen. The new Sarah Ross 
House continues to work with CNH Homeless Outreach Workers to get people from this 
neighbourhood housed. 

- The way the neighbourhood came together, creating Welcome Kits for the new residents, just 
shows how this is a warm, welcoming neighbourhood that cares about every resident who 
lives here. 
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• Jennifer acknowledged the Board’s baby boom: Jenny Peng, Davy Chiu’s wife and RJ Aquino’s wife all 
gave birth this year. 

 
Jennifer ended the report by appreciating and thanking the Board and staff for all of their hard work over the 
past year. Paula thanked Jennifer for all her commitment, support and passion over the last eight years to get 
this space for the community. 
 

MOTION: To accept the President and Executive Director’s report as presented. 

Moved by Kenneth McLean. Seconded by Resurreccion (Rose) Lara. All in favour. Carried. 

 

5. AUDITOR’S REPORT 

Paula introduced Erik Allas, the auditor from Tompkins Wozny. He gave an overview of the CNH financial 
report. He discussed the Statement of Financial Position and the Statement of Operations highlighting that 
revenues were $6,112,801 while expenses were $6,114,004 and the small deficit for the year was $1,203. The 
Balance Sheet showed that the assets are $1,826,803 while the liabilities are at $1,237,294 leaving the total 
net assets at $589,509. Erik stated that it is a very healthy balance sheet, providing the necessary working 
capital that is required to provide services into 2019. 
 
Erik explained that the two largest revenue streams are program fees and grants. The largest component of 
expenses is salaries and benefits. 
 
Erik also indicated that what is not reflected in expenses is all of the invaluable volunteer time, which works 
out to be 32,583 hours or at minimum pay is equivalent to 17 full-time employees. 
 
Erik said the audit went very well and he thanked Kulwant, Jennifer, the Accounting staff and the Board. The 
accounts were in excellent shape and therefore Tompkins Wozny are able to provide their qualified opinion 
that these financial statements present fairly the financial position of the Society as at March 31, 2018. 
 

MOTION: To accept the audited financial statements as at March 31, 2018 as presented by Erik Allas 

from Tompkins Wozny. 

Moved by Patricio Ibarra. Seconded by Jenny Peng. All in favour. Carried. 

 

6. APPOINTMENT OF AUDITOR 

CNH Board Treasurer Rafael Aquino highlighted the very good working relationship between CNH and 
Tompkins Wozny. and asked for a motion to appoint them as our auditor for 2018-2019. 
 

MOTION: To appoint Tompkins Wozny as our auditor for 2018-2019. 

Moved by Annabelle Davis. Seconded by (Muriel) Ann Rivard. All in favour. Carried. 

 

7. NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF NEW BOARD MEMBERS 

There were no departing Board members this year. Board Director and 2nd Vice President Greg Allen 
introduced the remaining Board members and the Board nominees. The following were the remaining Board 
members; they are midway through their terms so they were not up for election this year. 
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- Alexandra Gunn 
- (Muriel) Ann Rivard 
- Daniel Louie 
- Greg Allen 
- Jean Kavanagh 
- Jenny Peng 
- Stephanie Baufeld 
- Patricio Ibarra, past president 

  
Greg presented and read the bios of the 2018 Board nominees: 

- Davy Chiu 
- Jasbir Parmar 
- Paula Lindner 
- Rafael (RJ) Aquino 
- Manoranjan (Mano) Rasiah 

 
Greg then called for nominations from the floor three times. Since there were no nominations from the floor, 
Greg declared nominations closed and declared the above five Board nominees be accepted as CNH Board 
Directors by acclamation. 
 

MOTION: To elect the nominees as presented. 

Moved by Kenneth McLean. Seconded by Patricio Ibarra. All in favour. Carried. 

 

8. STAFF AND CONTRACTOR RECOGNITION 

Director of Operations, Kulwant Kaur Executive Director, Jennifer Gray-Grant and Board Director, Stephanie 
Baufeld thanked long-term staff and contractors for all their hard work, dedication and commitment to CNH. 
Staff and contractors with over 5, 10, 15, and 20 years of service were called to the front and each was 
presented with a gift of appreciation. There were no staff or contractors recognized for 25 years of service this 
year. 
 
5 years: Carmina Baltazar, Roslyn Bauyon, Marie Chang, Chris Chu, Joie Cirpo, Juanito Dellava, Mandy Fok, 
Seohyun Kim, Kalvinder Kular, Marie Manansala, Maria Cristina Mangalindan, Lund Milton, Robert Moya, Josie 
Osorio, Jungsun Park, Marcia Parrales, Viviana Ramirez, Hong (Helen) Su, Jimmy To, Paula Wong, Mary Dionne 
Wilkinson, Sharon Xu 
 
10 years: Elisa Casilla, Lisa Gibson, Tao Huang, Herbert Kwan, Angela Liu, Jyotsna Patel, Yvonne Peragine, Lisa 
Symons, Karen Wong 
 
15 years: Li Juan (Amie) Fan, Rania Hatzioannou, Sanjeev Karwal 
 
20 years: Isabel Baeza, Renuka Bhardwaj, Karl Chan, Julie Cheng, Walda Gorn, January Wolodarsky, Thomas 
Wong
 

9. CNH COMMUNITY VISION AWARD 

Board Director and 1st Vice President Jenny Peng presented the CNH Community Vision Award, an annual 
award given to a Grade 12 student from Windermere Secondary School who will further the mission of the 
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Collingwood Neighbourhood House by entering into a diploma program for Early Child Education, Community 
Services or Community Development. The student chosen each year receives an award for $500.  
 
This year’s award recipient is Gabrielle Parman. Community has always been a big part of Gabrielle’s life. Her 
goal as a person was to help create and develop her community to be safe, inclusive and involved. Her passion 
has always been volunteering and mentoring those who are starting out as volunteers, to be more confident in 
themselves, and as leaders. She just started post-secondary studies, focusing on taking heath science courses, 
and she hopes to continue creating and developing her neighbourhood and inspiring the people around her. 
Jenny read Gabrielle’s brief bio and presented her with a plaque and certificate. 
 

10. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

None.  
 

11. ADJOURNMENT 

MOTION: To adjourn the meeting. 

Moved by Annabelle Davis. Seconded by Daniel Louie. All in favour. Carried. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:58 pm. 
 

12. LUCKY DRAW 

Board Director Davy Chiu, along with Kulwant, led the lucky draw; 10 attendees won CNH t-shirts and mugs. 
 
Paula invited everyone to stay for dinner. 

 


