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A Message from the Parents 
 
Good evening. Hello. I have the privilege tonight to share some of my thoughts as both a 
teacher and a parent. 
 
As a teacher I have learned that the key to learning is a child's interest. And when a teacher acts 
as a guide and follows the direction of the students' interests, we can achieve a greater 
understanding and more meaningful knowledge. Often times, it is the journey that is more 
important than the destination.  This is what I see happening here at Duke on a daily basis. The 
interests of the children are valued and are what guides the direction of the learning. This 
journey is often documented in learning stories posted on the walls. I take great pleasure, 
as I'm sure we all do, in reading and seeing where our kids have ventured with the support of 
the teachers here. Dinosaurs, Pirates, Robots, Skyscrapers. Through these journeys, they have 
learned to ask questions, wonder, and search for answers. 
 
Children form who they are in the early years of their development, and I am confident in 
saying that part of who our children are is due to the guidance of the educators here at Duke. 
Just as each child is individual and unique, so are the staff here.   
 
ln thinking about what to say tonight, I asked Dylan to help me talk about the teachers. This is 
what he said and this is what I think he really means: 
 
Mary: "She hugs me" which means "She always show us how much she loves us." 
Soudi: "She does Science with us, there are buckets of water and then you put the egg in then 
you put lots of salt in and then it sinks." which means "She helps us to ask questions and 
understand our world" - there was also something about yummy rice. 
Celine: "She does cooking with us. We made a peach cake" which means "She takes care of us 
and we love cake!" 
Nicole: "She feeds the fish. Sometimes she puts food in our hand and then we all feed the fish" 
which means "She shows us how to take care of others." 
Ryoko: "She likes painting stuff." which means "She brings out our creative side." 
Teresita: "She practices with us. Oh Canada. Goodbye my friends. She sings Kinder Kinder." 
which means "she is preparing us to move on and be successful in kindergarten." 
lm Mei: "lm Mei came over to the other side and showed us how to hold the diploma." which 
means "She still remembers us." 
Binh: "She has a big humungous belly!" which means "Congratulations and good luck. Your 
baby will be well-loved like how you love us." 
 
To the staff of Duke, on behalf of the parents, I would like to express our sincere gratitude to all 
that you do here for our children.  Your pot luck dinners offers us the opportunity to come 
together as a community, and allows us the time to have conversations with staff & other 
parents that we don't always have time for when rushing through a morning drop-off.  Field 
trips provide rich and meaningful experiences, and best of all, the chance to ride in a real school 
bus!   
 



C:\Users\Cchu\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\THTXDUTI\A Message from the Parents (4).doc 

2 
 

And my personal favourite, the weekly hot lunch program gives us one night a week that we 
don't have to make anything for lunch the next day! 
 
And so, as a parent I would like to say what we don't always say enough:  Thank you.  Thank you 
for having the courage to take on this role in a time of underfunding and under appreciation. 
Know that you are appreciated greatly by all of us here tonight.  Thank you for committing 
yourself to helping our children learn and grow. They are better people because of what you do 
here every day.  Thank you for creating a safe and welcoming environment where each 
individual is valued and respected, a place where the grown-ups of tomorrow grow and develop 
their own unique personalities.  Thank you for fostering the conditions where knowledge 
thrives and kindness grows. 
 
Most of all, thank you for caring for and loving our children. They will carry part of you in their 
hearts forever. 


